
WOMEN AS INVENTORS,
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rioiiRln, lirrhlrc, Attrn, Itaflt, Steep-Induce-

Xnso Imprairrn, Skirt Sap
porters nnil Many Other Ar-

ticles of lVinlnlno l'e.
' Significant of the times Is the fact
that woman Is rapidly coming to the
front ns nn Inventor. Women nre not
only Mint? thousands of applications for
patents on Improvements in at tides es-

pecially mlapted and IntenJrd for their
sex, but they are exorcising their Inge-
nuity In the direction of Improving
many of the Implements with which
men only ns a rule nre supposed to deal.

The model room of the patent olllce
in Washington, says the New York
World, bears witness to the fact that
the Inventive genius of the fair sex,
while perhaps not so proline ns man's,
has certulnly accomplished remarkable
losults.

The first Invention In this country by
a woman was In 1S09 and perfected on
May S of that year. It was a device for
straw weaving with silk or thread. The
name of the Inventor was Mary Kles.
The next Invention by a woman was in
July, ISIS. This was a corset perfected
by .Mary Ilrush. Then came a number
of years with only nn occasional In-

vention.
Lavlnln tl. Foy, of Worcester, Mass.,

was one of the early woman patentees,
and she has applied for patents on a
great many Improvements. Her first
patent was issued on July 22, 1SC2, for nn
improvement In corset-ski- rt supporters,
and nearly nit the patents granted her
have been for articles connected with
the wearing apparel of women. In fact,
nearly all of the early patents by woman
were for Improvements on articles con-
nected with her surroundings or ap-
parel, such as cooking utensils, picture
frames, articles of dress and things use-
ful and ornamontnl about the house.

A Philadelphia woman, however,
started the ball rolling in the other di-

rection by patenting nn Improvement in
beehives, and about the same time an-
other woman from the same city In-

vented n. mode of preventing the heat-
ing of Journals or nxles on cars. Still
another from the Quaker City patented
a railroad car heater.

Not to bo outdone In the race a Cali-
fornia woman invented a dumping wag-
on and an Improvement in desulphuriz-
ing ores. A Georgia woman patented a
plough, and was followed with a similar
device by n. sister Inventor In Illinois.
More watchful over the comforts of
man, however, was some fair Phlla-delphla- n,

who made application for a.
patent on a "mustache spoon," and she
received her patent, too.

An Ohio toman patented a
About this time, from among

the snowy Alps in far-of- f Switzerland
came an application from a woman for
an American patent on nn improvement
In stem-windi- watches. Tho women
of tho Quaker City, however, still con-
tinued to lead, and one of them patented
a llferaft and another a lire escape;
from Pittsburg came an application for
u. car wheel.

A woman In England made applica-
tion for a patent in this country for an
improved method of constructing screw
propellers. A Chicago woman patented
a process of concentrating ores, and an-
other from the tame city invented a tug
for harness, while a damsel of Buflnlo
patented an ozone machine. A New
York woman Invented a dicebox, and a
Washington woman a pyrotechnic night
signal. A Washington woman patented
a street car awning.

Some years ago tho wife of a West-
ern man who was a general in the Union
army during the civil war dreamed of
a lock somewhat different from nny In
use at that time. She awoke in tho
night, got up, and taking a enke of toilet
soap and a paper cutter, fashioned tho
lock as she had dreamed it was con-
structed. The next day she took It to
a machinist, who formed a model from
the one she had made of the cake of
boap, and It wa3 such an Improvement
on the locks of that time that a large
II rm offered a good royalty, from which
fcho derives a fair Income to this day.

An application was once made by a
woman for a patent on "artificial dim-pics- ."

It was rejected, however, by tho
commissioner of the patent olllce, so
that any of the fair sex who now desire
to experiment can do so without fear of
infringement. Her claims were as fol-
lows:

"Smear a small spot on tho cheek or
chin with colorless shellac varnish mixed
with glue. With a pencil or penholder
press the ilesh with the paint, holding It
theie until the substance on the face be-

comes dry and hard. The stiffened in-

dentation thus retains tho exact shape
of a dimple, and a little face powder
carefully dusted over the 'artificial
dimple' will completely conceal the var-
nish and gluo compound.

"Some caro must bo observed in smil-
ing too suddenly, or the dimple may bo
broken. Hut with ordinary, gentle
usage it will retain its pretty shape a
whole evening, if not longer. While the
dimple proce.-- s Is applicable to those
whose faces comprise a soft, velvety or
plump surface, as then a very deceptive
dimple can be produced, It Is not so
available for thin or bony faces, nor
where tho skin Is very thick and un-
yielding."

Another Interesting and amusing in-
vention by a woman was a crimping
pin which could be used as a paper-cutte- r,

r, paper file, child's
pin, bouquet holder, shawl fastener and
bookmark.

On March 10, 1SS5, a New York woman
patented a device fur Inducing sleep.
A description would be too lengthy to bo
given heio In full, but the device con-
sisted of a eollar-lik- o baud of rubber,
partly encircling the neck, and was
fashioned so as to contiol tho How of
blood to and from the head by limited
pressme on certnin veins and arteries.

In 1SS1 a patent was issued to a Bos-
ton woman on two somewhat novel de-
vices. One of them was for icstorlng
facial symmetry, and consisted of a
spring plate with a head and two
prongs or torks. Tho head wns to bo at-
tached to tho teeth and by placing tho
prongs inside tho mouth so that they
would press outward against ench check,
caused the checks In time to look plump
and full, The other was a linger com-
pressor made of two longitudinal con-
clave planes hinged together at one end
ly spring hinges, and thus adapted to
11C the tips of tho fingers, while tho con-
stant pressure reduced the size.

One of the Inventions by tho fair sex
that is supposed to be conducive of
beauty is a nose Improver, It consists
of a metal shell of jho exact size of the
nose desired, Tho nose la well bathed
und then greased with ollvo oil or glyc-
erine until perfectly soft. The Improver
is then attached and well fastened, The
wearer then goes to bed. Jn the morn-
ing tho Improver is to bo taken off and
the nose bathed In warm water. It will
probably cause some soreness, but a few
applications aro suld to relieve the pain.
In this way, it Is claimed by the Invent-
or, any nose may ba changed to suit,
the theory being that tho nose is only
u piece of cartilage and easy to change
its shape.

AX Ol'.W. JUNO.

That Rrought Death, to Ihcry Man Who
IVuriM It.

Among a certain class it Is very doubt-
ful whether the superstition regarding
the opal can ever be removed. There aro
persons who aro associated with the
drama. If they are told that there is
no harm in the opal, but only beauty,
and a Joy to its possessor, they are apt
to reply; "Did you ever hear of Dan
Bryant's opal'f"

This gem wasalargr and very beauti-
ful stone. The coruscations of rainbow
hues which it emitted were exquisite.

Vhere it first came from tradition does
not bay, but it went into the possession
of Dan Bryant, who was at one time the
most successful and popular of negro
minstrels. He wore it in a setting Just
largo enough to go over one of his little
lingers, and he was very proud to show
it. One day somebody said to him:
'.Dan, you should take that opal and

t .JBWtjWf- c-

throw It Into the Hudson. It w cither
bring you or It w II kill ou.
Bryant laughed and said! "Pome robber
might kill me for It, but it could not kill
me In any other woy."

Within a week Bryant was taken sud-
denly ill with pncumonl.i, and threo
days later he was dead. Before he died
he gave the ring to a friend and fellow
minstrel. Noise Seymour. That actor
was very proud of the memento and
wore It for a time, not Itnowlne tht It
was esteemed of evil Influence. He. too,
wan tnken 111 suddenly and died. Then
Wnmbold. the sweet singer of the Cal-

ifornia Minstrels, got the ring, nnd V

purchase. He was taken down with-- n

a week with hemorrhages and ho
heard of the fate which had befallen
both Seymour and Bryant soon after
each of them became owners of tho
r

Therefore ho pave It away, and to the
day of his death he always belle tea
that net saved his life. Then the next
owner was Sherwood Coan, or ns he was
better known In tho minstrel and oper-

atic world, "Campbell." He was a
strong, hearty nnd apparently healthy
man, but he had not worn that rlnt,
very long before he, too, was taken in
nnd died. A friend of Campbell, who
knew of what unhappy associations this
ring was, took It from Campbell s finger,
and calling In rome of tho associates of
tho dead singer to him, ho said: "That
ring shall curse no other man, and he
placed It upon a stone nnd crushed it
with the heel of his boot. It was said
to have been worth $1,500, but no man
who saw that act of destruction thought
that there was wnste when the gem wa9
pulverized to powder. Philadelphia
llecord.

I'llHX LOVUS TUB VIDIAN.

Muster Weir, n Colored Hoy, Who Aston-Intic- n

Ills Hearers.
Director Jnmea Johnson, of the Stan-

dard Musical college, Chicago, has
among hl3 violin pupils a little boy, Fe-
lix Weir, who is a musical prodigy, so
remarkably gifted that experts declaro
that ho is to become a master violinist.

Felix Is a beautiful child, 11 years old.
He has a splendid head, a well-form-

body and a pair of chubby legs. His
eyes are large and brown and his hair Is
brown and wavy. His mouth Is like a
girl's and his cheeks aro Just dark
enough to suggest the negro blood that
courses through his veins. He Is a Chi-
cago boy, born at 2S07 Dearborn street,
nnd lino lived hero alt his life. Loss
than a year ago ho did not know a noto
of music. Now ho Is displaying such a
versatile richness of musical gifts and
Intelligent mastery of the violin that all
who hear him pronounco him a phenom-
enon.

When a News reporter called at tho
college on Thirteenth street Fe-
lix was rehearsing some of his old les-
sons before some gentlemen who had
heard of him, nnd his tencher, Mr. John-
son. And after he had played from
memory such pieces ns "Lander," by
Carl Bohm; "Fantnsle Pastoral" and
"Robert le Diablo" by SInglee, and
"Sweet Spirit, Hear My Prayer," by re-
quest of one of the visitors, ho was
handed a newly published sheet of
music by one of the visiting gentlemen
nnd asked If ho could play It. It was
hard music, and Felix had never seen
it before, but he played It" at sight, nnd
then, ns If not satisfied with the per-
formance, returned It to its owner, and,
taking up his violin again, gave an ab-
solutely pure and sympathetic render-
ing of the entire composition from mem-
ory, while lii3 teacher played tho accom-
paniment on the piano.

Then Felix went Into the next room
and began to gather up his music, pre-
paratory to going home. The visitors
were still chatting with Mr. Johnson
about the boy, and one of them spoke
of a little white girl, about whom ho
had read In a Chicago paper, who pos-
sessed what musicians termed the "gift
of absolute pitch." That is, she could
turn her back to a plnno nnd name any
noto that is struck upon tho Instrument.
The visitors asked If Felix could do the
same thing. Mr. Johnson had never
tried the experiment nnd replied that ho
didn't know what his pupil could do,
but said he would try Felix, "just for
fun." The child was still in tho next
room, but tho folding doors that led into
it were open.

"Listen, Felix," said Teacher Johnson
ns he struck the piano keys, "what
notes did I strike?"

"You struck B flat, G natural, A flat
and B flat, second octave In the treble,"
responded Felix, without raising his
head. Then the teacher struck the In-

strument with both hands and again re-
quested the little prodigy to name tho
notes, which he did without Tiesltatlon,
and In ten minutes of similar experi-
menting proved, to tho astonishment of
all, that he, too, possessed tho gift of
absolute pitch.

Felix comes of a talented family. Ills
eldest brother, 15 years old, is a young
artist and two years ngo won n prizo
In tho Art Institute. There are flvo
children In the family, all hoys but one,
and Felix Is the third child. As long
ngo as he can remember, Felix says, he
longed to play the violin. But his pa-
rents thought it was only a fancy nnd
did not encourage him until their eyes
were opened by one of the child's
uncles, who took Felix to Mr. Johnson
and paid for his first term of lessons on
tho violin.

oni: or ouit lussrs.
Background Women Aro living Crowded

Out of Kxlxtenro.
With the march of time we discover that

for every gain In the world's history there
is a corresponding measure of loss, for
every line thine that la dally originated
some other equally line thing Is permitted
to pass away. In gaining the new woman,
the advanced woman, the educated wom-
an, and the woman, wo
lose one great, one noble element of tho
last century the background woman. Sho
is rapidly becoming extinct, extinct as tho
mammoth, tho dodo, or the ichthyosaurus.
Wherever now she may be seen, she must
be glass-shade- viewed from a dlstanco
with wonder and curiosity, for she can
no longer bo a background woman, but an
elevated and exceptional specimen of a
rare species, says the Oentle Woman. Fif-ty yeiirs ago the world teemed with tho
like of her; y there nra only gaps to
mark the places where once she reigned.

The background woman had usually some
romantic unspoken history to which her
mind was concentrated; her activities and
th steadv work of her hands betrayed
nothing of the burled mood. Her disap-
pointments merely caused a larger storage
of the milk of human kindness in herbreast, which che dispensed In a task ofuniversal auntdom to the rising genera-
tion. Was there an Invalided friend or
relative requiring her. she was there withministering touch nnd unflagging self.for-getfulnes- s;

did nurseries overflow beyond
control of Jaded mothers, whoso domestlo
affairs were at sixes and sevens for want
of guiding hands, sho came trt the rescue,
uprearlng nnd managing, without paradowheeling the disorganized crew Into line,
and setting things btralght with gentlasuavity and unerring tact.

Sometimes the background woman wasa maiden aunt, sometimes a sister, occa-slonal- ly

a sister-in-la- a cousin or a nieceShe had voluntarily closed the volume oflife's romance, and unostentatiously adopt,
ed Bpliislerhood and unselfishness. Whenher abilities were not sound she was notseldom to be seen at tho right hand of ihebreadwinner, labeling, correcting, revising,and generally relieving him of businessworries In the house. If sho were ofweaker mold her care was tho store roomand the I nen press. She darned her dreamsInto gaping schoolboy socks, and sweet-ene- dwith the )ivendr and rose of herfaded p3tslon the petty avocations ofeveryday existence. Sometimes she wasbiifllclently instructed to Impart I,itlnmusic, to preside among the olive bronchi
and weld together good principles andsound knowledge as a basis for subse-quent school education. Wherever she wentthe aroma of her delicate Impersonalitypervaded like the untraced breathflowers in country air, soothed, Invigor'

Influenced. Beneath the roof treewhich sheltered her lay the scene of herdevotions, which Bhe dispensed withoutwage or reward, accepting tho familybillons and tha family limitations is h
Progress has changed alllime spinster Is dead, and i The? AJS SK S5 e"i?ated ?pllor o?Vftrt!....... , ,v bcuic. liiv mono or to.drtvIs: "livery woman for herself, andfor all." The tending of the si k (higuidance of nursery and householT hv2now become I bpjld professions in. ,fM?
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